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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT: WEST BANK PRESS REACTION: MONDALE VISIT 

1 . IN APPARENT REFLECTION WEST BANK ATTITUDE MONDALE VISIT 
WAS ISRAELI AFFAIR, EDITORIAL ATTENTION PAID VICE PRES- 
IDENT'S PRESENCE ONLY QUESTIONS PURPOSES AND USEFULNESS OF 
VISIT TOWARD PEACE PROCESS. 

2. MODERATE AL QUDS (JULY 1) EXPLAINS WHY WEST BANK PALESTIN- 
IANS DID NOT. AS WITH PREVIOUS HIGH LEVEL VISITORS, USE THE 
OCCASION TO SEND A PALESTINIAN MESSAGE. NO MORE "COMPLAINING 
AND EXP ALINING" IN PETITIONS AND OPEN LETTERS BECAUSE THE 
"CASE IS CLEAR TO ALL THOSE WHO WISH TO UNDERSTAND IT" 

AND "THE MESSAGE DID NOT REACH (PREVIOUSLY) THE 
EARS OF THOSE RESPONSIBLE." 

3. AL QUDS VIEWS CONTRIBUTION OF THE TRIP TO PEACE PROCESS 
AS "WITHOUT HOPE..." "THIS HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH 
MONDALE PERSONALLY; MONDALE IS ONLY A COURIER. IF THIS 
LEADS TO A LONDON MEETING, EVEN THAT WILL NOT LEAD TO ANY- 
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THING UNLESS THE U.S. CHANGES POLICY FIRST." 

4. INDEPENDENT ASH'AB (JUNE 30) ALSO DOUBTS THE 
USEFULNESS OF THE VISIT SAYING "IT WILL NOT 

LEAD TO A BREAKTHROUGH" IN ISRAELI POSITION. THE PAPER ADDS 
IN COMMENTARY ON JULY 2 "SOME PALESTINIAN WORDS TO MONDALE," 
REMINDING THE AMRICAN VISITOR "THE HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN 
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LED BY PRESIDENT CARTER IS NO LUXURY ADORNING AMERICAN 
POLICY. IT IS A JUST HUMANITARIAN AND INTERNATIONAL 
CAUSE WHICH ALL FREE MEN MUST PROTECT. NO HUMAN 
RIGHTS PROBLEM HAS BEEN MORE ABUSED THAN THE PALESTINIAN 
CASE." THE PAPER CALLS FOR A SOLUTION BASED ON THREE POINTS: 
ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM THE TERRITORIES, 

GRANTING PALESTINIANS THE "INALIENABLE RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINA- 
TION" AND RECOGNITION OF THE PLO AS REPRESENTING THE 
PALESTINIANS. 

5. STRAIGHT NEWS COVERAGE BASED ON LOCAL REPORTING AND 
WIRE SERVICES OF THE VISIT WAS MORE EXTENSIVE, BUT YIELDED 
PROMINENCE TO STATE DEPARTMENT CONDEMNATIONN OF THE PLO 
(JUNE 30) AND SENTENCING OF A LOCAL MAYOR BY THE 
MILITARY COURT. 
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